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Preliminary results from Haiti's June 25 legislative and local elections show candidates backing
President Jean Bertrand Aristide will control both houses of the legislature as well as the
governments of most major cities. Popular folk singer Emmanuel Charlemagne won the Port-auPrince mayoral race, defeating incumbent mayor Evans Paul. Although most opposition parties
protested the elections, international observers, including US and UN officials, called them
legitimate. Ballot counting, done by hand, was slow and tedious, complicated by power outages and
threats of violence. The electoral council called on the public to remain calm and "not play into the
hands of the anti-change forces who are trying to cause the elections to be annulled."
On July 8, just before results were scheduled to be announced, the electoral commission postponed
the announcement for 72 hours after US Ambassador to Haiti William Swing and Lakhdar Brahimi,
head of the UN Mission in Haiti (UNMINHA), asked that the announcement be delayed because
of possible violence. Preliminary results were finally released July 11, more than two weeks after
the voting. The elections were Haiti's first since a US-led invasion restored Aristide to power in
September 1994 (see NotiSur, 09/23/94 and 10/14/94). More than 10,000 candidates vied for 2,000
offices including 18 of the 27 Senate seats and all 83 seats in the lower house, as well as 133 mayoral
posts and 565 local councils.
The preliminary results showed that the three-party coalition Organisation Politique Lavalas (OPL),
backed by Aristide, was the big winner, taking control of the city offices in the nine provincial
capitals. In Senate races, the OPL won four seats outright and is likely to take ten more in the runoff
elections. In the Chamber of Deputies, the OPL won 16 seats on the first ballot, and its candidates
are favored to take at least 39 others. If runoff predictions are accurate, the OPL will control both
houses of Congress, a definite boost to Aristide's programs in his remaining months in office. In
the important race for mayor of Port-au-Prince, popular leftist folk singer Emmanuel Charlemagne
was the winner. During the campaign, Charlemagne criticized the US invasion that made possible
Aristide's return to power, and he also questioned the channelling of US Agency for International
Development (USAID) money through the mayor's office rather than through the office of the
president.
Despite his criticisms, Charlemagne said he would support Aristide's economic policies.
Charlemagne defeated Evans Paul, once a close ally of Aristide, taking 45% of the votes to Paul's
18%. Paul's Front National pour le Changement et la Democratie (FNCD) carried Aristide to victory
in 1990. Paul, who spent most of the years following the 1991 military coup in hiding, is seen by
many as the US choice to replace Aristide. The outgoing mayor claimed there was a "systematic
anti-Evans Paul operation" in the electoral process. "It is clear that the process was not credible,"
Paul said after the elections. "We cannot have democracy with one group, and when the results
are contested by all the parties." Most parties condemned the widespread electoral problems, and
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insisted that elections be reheld and the provisional electoral council be replaced. Opponents charge
that the electoral council favored Aristide-backed candidates and allowed widespread fraud. In
the days following the elections, 23 of the 27 parties that participated called for the elections to be
annulled.
On July 10, Aristide called for a dialogue among the various political sectors, saying it is the
only way in which the country can "turn the corner of the elections without problems." Despite
widespread calls for new elections, international observers put their stamp of approval on the
process and called on losing parties to accept the results. The Clinton administration, which has
much at stake in credible Haitian elections, admitted that many organizational problems occurred,
but denied massive fraud.
The Organization of American States (OAS) agreed that the elections were legitimate. The OAS
said 50%, or 1.75 million, of Haiti's registered voters participated in the elections, which was much
less than the 3 million who voted in the 1990 landslide victory that brought Aristide to power.
Nevertheless, because of the magnitude of the electoral problems, the electoral commission said
makeup elections will be held in communities in eight of Haiti's nine provinces. In all, more than
100,000 people were unable to vote because ballots arrived late at polling places or not at all. In some
cases, arsonists burned the ballots. Many voters could not locate their polling places or found their
names missing on registration rosters. Candidates' names or symbols were sometimes missing from
ballots (see NotiSur, 07/07/95).
The makeup elections were first scheduled for July 22. However, on July 18, the electoral council
postponed the makeup elections until Aug. 6, in turn pushing back the runoff elections until later in
August. The council made the change "to avoid repeating the logistical and administrative mistakes
of the first round," according to electoral council spokesperson Alexander Gerin. In calling for
participation in runoff elections, the US said a boycott would give opposition parties an excuse to
constantly challenge the legitimacy of the new government. "This is a political crisis. We hope the
political party representatives will think about the future of democracy," US Embassy spokesperson
Stanley Schrager told a news conference. "In a democracy there are losers as well as winners."
Nevertheless, Paul and FNCD co-leader Senator Turneb Delpe said their party would not participate
in either the makeup or runoff elections. In addition, Victor Benoit, secretary general of the Comite
National du Congres des Mouvements Democratiques (KONAKON), said KONAKON would
also not participate. In other post-election events, on July 15, Duly Brutus, of the Parti Nationaliste
Progressiste Revolutionnaire (PANPRA) and former president of the Chamber of Deputies, was
arrested and charged with "carrying out subversive acts and criminal arson," in connection with the
June 23 fire in the electoral office in Limbe, in northern Haiti. Brutus was accused of paying arsonists
US$4,000 to set the fire. Brutus was released two days later on his own recognizance, pending
further investigation. Brutus insisted that his arrest was a "political witch hunt" bent on destroying
him. "Inciting subversion was an accusation that we heard frequently during the Duvalier and
military governments," said Brutus. "Unfortunately, we are hearing it again."
Meanwhile, the UN General Assembly voted on July 12 to extend its mission in Haiti for an
additional six months, until Feb. 9, 1996, saying Haiti needs the additional help in ensuring human
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rights. The extension was requested by the Aristide government. A report by UN Secretary General
Boutros Boutros Ghali said human rights abuses have "fallen substantially" since military rule
ended with Aristide's return. But he said Haiti still needs a well-trained civilian police force and an
effective judicial system to ensure full respect for human rights.
The UN report also said Haitian prisons are becoming crowded because "more active policing
has led to an increasing number of arrests," but the judges and courts are failing to handle cases
promptly. The UN mission will also oversee presidential elections, expected by the end of the year.
Aristide's mandate ends on Feb. 7, 1996. However, many of the president's supporters, citing the
three years Aristide spent in exile, have called for an extension of his term. Surprisingly, Evans
Paul has supported that position, saying that a change in power in the present political context
"would not be realistic" and "would jeopardize the stability" of the country. (Sources: Notimex,
07/10/95; New York Times, 07/10/95, 07/13/95; Reuter, 07/06/95, 07/10-13/95, 07/17/95, 07/18/95;
Agence France- Presse, 07/10/95, 07/12/95, 07/17/95, 07/18/95; Associated Press, 07/05/95, 07/13/95,
07/18/95, 07/19/95)
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